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Dixon scholars have the
opportunity to discover their
passion and for that passion
to be nurtured by teachers
who are just as excited as
they are. — DR. DONNA CURRY

The 2019-20 academic year brought many
blessings—and some unique challenges—to
Dixon School of Arts and Sciences. We started
the year in a brand-new home, surrounded by
freshly painted walls, colorful art and smiling
faces. Our new school quickly became a place of
pride for not only the staff, parents and children,
but for the surrounding community as well. The
additional space enabled us to double our
scholar population and bring one hundred new
children into our classrooms.
What a difference a few months can make! We
had a new challenge to overcome this year,
when the COVID-19 crisis impacted our
community and our world. The virus halted some
of our progress but stifled neither our passion
nor our dedication. We quickly implemented a
transition plan, launched virtual classrooms, held
a mobile graduation ceremony, and rescheduled
some of our favorite events, such as our Spring
Showcase.
Despite these twists and turns, we’re looking
forward to coming back even stronger this fall.
There’s an overwhelming excitement and
electricity in the air, and everyone is ready to be
back for another great year.

The talents our exceptional children display are
truly phenomenal, and it is gratifying to work with
them and watch them bloom. Our scholars show
up to school every day more enthusiastic and
excited than the last.
Dixon scholars have the opportunity to find their
passion, and for that passion to be nurtured by
teachers who are just as excited as they are. And
the enthusiastic and supportive Dixon community
extends past the children and teachers. It’s the
bus drivers, the cafeteria employees. It’s all of us.
Year after year, I look forward to coming to work
and seeing the happiness and growth, not only
for the children, but for the staff and parents as
well. It is the greatest honor to educate these
young minds and to help them and their families
become the best they can be. I see the effects of
what we’re doing—our impact on the scholars,
and their impact on us—and I can’t imagine
doing anything else. Our 2019-20 year was one
of our most exciting yet, and we look forward,
with hope and inspiration, to another great year
at Dixon School of Arts and Sciences.

Excellence
in Learning
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Student Achievement
DIXON SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES AWAKENS THE POSSIBILITIES THROUGH
CURRICULUM, HANDS ON EXPERIENCES AND TRAUMA INFORMED CARE.

Education has …
Dixon Scholars may not know they are
talented, smart and gifted until you put a
paintbrush or a microscope into their hands.
It’s fascinating to watch their world open to
possibilities, dreams, hopes and aspirations
they thought were not available to them
because of their ZIP code. Dixon School of
Arts and Sciences awakens the possibilities
through curriculum, hands-on experiences
and trauma informed care.
During the 2019-20 school year our scholars
experienced a 60% growth in reading and
math scores on their Fall and Winter MAP
(Measuring Achievement and Performance)
tests. *Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, we
converted to virtual classrooms in March and
were unable to complete the testing cycle to
determine Spring growth.

… the power to transform.
Dixon graduated its largest class of 8th
graders, and sixteen Dixon scholars are ready
for high school. They have experienced a level
of learning that has exposed them to
continental travel from coast to coast,
meeting scientists from all over the world.
They have interacted with international artists,
printers, sculptors, designers, chefs, musicians
and directors, gaining hands-on experience.
We look forward to seeing our future
engineers, scientists, artists, dancers,
musicians, teachers, fashion designers, writers
and film makers. Our graduates’ GPA’s
ranged from 2.2 – 3.7, with an average GPA
of 3.07. Two of our scholars were accepted
into West Florida Technical School. Others
enrolled at Pine Forest or elected virtual
school; the majority enrolled in Escambia
High School.

By the Numbers
2 NATIONAL
AWARDS

Step Up Scholars of the Year Won Prestigious Awards

QueVieon Preyer won the 2020 Youth Making Ripples Student
Film Festival for his videography. Zayshawn George’s poem, “In
This World,” was selected by the 2020 National Students Poetry
Contest. His poem is published in the 2020 Rising Stars Collection.

100% STUDENT Double the Dixon Scholars. School Year 2019-20 brought
record-breaking enrollment!
INCREASE

1,991 MILES
TO SAN DIEGO

10 VISITING
ARTISTS

Science Conference Attendees. In February, eight Dixon
scholars, with teacher-parent chaperones, traveled to San Diego,
CA, for the 2020 Ocean Sciences Meeting.

Dixon Visiting Artists Program. World-class artists shared their
passion, experiences and expertise with Dixon scholars as part of
the Dixon Visiting Artist Program.
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What in the World?

Dixon Scholar Scientists partner with local and distant

organizations such as Florida Fish and Wildlife, University of
West Florida, Bream Fisherman’s Associations, Panhandle
Watershed Alliance, Keep Pensacola Beautiful and
Jellywatch.org to learn about their community and

environment. They work alongside these groups and collect
data for citizen projects. They take field trips throughout the
year within Santa Rosa and Escambia Counties to make
observations and collect and analyze local data to determine
the health of the animal or ecosystem of their studies.
Scholars then create a scientific poster and communicate
what they have learned at international science conferences,
such as the American Geophysical Union Fall Meeting (AGU)

and the Ocean Sciences Meeting (OSM), which typically attract
between 4,000-30,000 professional scientists and 30-70 youth.
The meeting in 2020 was held in San Diego, CA. There the
scholars communicated their science and met other students,

scientists and leaders in the scientific community. They also had
the opportunity to explore the area, take a whaling cruise and
visit an Ocean Optimism event that paired science with art.
During the year, the scholars also traveled to Tampa to attend
the Youth Making Ripples Film Festival, for which our scholars
created a video that highlighted some of their science research
and emphasized the overuse of plastics. The team took first place
in the competition and were awarded a monetary gift and a tour
of the Tampa Aquarium.

At Dixon, education extends beyond the classroom to fields and waterways, center
stage, the community and beyond. This year Dixon scholars were challenged,
“what if?,” then provided the opportunity and guidance to explore the answers. In
an environment of respect, where differences are valued and every voice carries
equal weight, they discovered new approaches to problem-solving and the
inspiration to soar.

Visiting Artists Program
The Visiting Artists Program at Dixon School of
Arts and Sciences is designed to create
opportunities for Dixon scholars to meet
professional artists who will provide information
on education and possible careers of their
trades. With the various experiences, scholars
discover new passions that broaden their vision
of bright futures that expand their chances for
success.
The program has raised self-esteems, built
confidence in accomplishing goals and
achievements and even inspired some students
to attend college.
The Dixon Visiting Artists Program is organic
and will continue to seek incredible and
meaningful opportunities that will leave a
positive and lasting impact in our scholars’ lives.

LISA PUZON, DIXON ARTIST IN RESIDENCE
The Visiting Artist program at Dixon brings
world-renowned artists from disciplines that
range from jewelry-making to fashion design
to performing arts right into the classroom
for focused sessions that expose Dixon
scholars to the real-life experiences of
professional artists.

A New Chapter

On February 1, 2019 Dixon School of Arts and
Sciences signed a 10-year lease with four 10-year
options for the school building located at 1201 N.
H Street in Pensacola, FL. The 3.69-acre site was
once home to Escambia County School District’s
A.A. Dixon Elementary School and is owned by the
First West Florida Baptist District Association, who
gave the land to the school district in 1953.

Dixon School of Arts and Sciences completed the
renovation of the building prior to the 2019/20
school year with the help of a $1.0 million loan from
Centennial Bank and a $1.25 million pledge from

Kim and Julian MacQueen. At the completion of
renovations, the school proudly named the Dr. Kim
MacQueen Performing Arts Hall in recognition of
the MacQueens’ generous support. The children
were also blessed by a generous donation from the
McMillan Foundation which funded the purchase of
their new stage curtains.
Amid the excitement of the neighborhood school
opening, Dixon began the school year with 206
students, up from 95 students the previous
year. Dr. Curry served as both executive director
and principal for this critical transition year.
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The Dixon Team

The Dixon Team made some major moves in the 2019-2020 school year. From moving into the newly
refurbished building (in the former A.A. Dixon School) to crossing the country to present findings from
student research in San Diego, CA, the Dixon team showed its hard work in research on marine life to
an international audience at The Ocean Sciences Meeting with over 5,000 attendees from 60 countries
participating. The final move made in the 2019-2020 school year was the move to distance learning as
a result of the COVID outbreak. Despite this challenge and with little preparation time, the Dixon
Team pulled together and connected with scholars through work packets and phone calls to finish a
strong year and celebrate with a mobile graduation ceremony filled with teachers, administrators,
friends, and even a beautifully decorated school bus. We are truly excited for the great things 2020 has
in store for the Dixon Team!
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Dixon Families

Dixon School of Arts & Sciences holds parents and families as the foundational
carriers of the Love and Values that comprise the environment of security in which
all children can thrive. Through our support of Parent University and our own Parent
Council, Dixon leaders strive to hear the needs of families and connect them to
local community resources to succeed. We are proud of our whole Dixon team –
parents, scholars, teachers and staff and volunteers – who are open to and hungry
for continual learning and improvement.
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Parent University

Since 2000, Parent University (ParU) has

administered by executive director Michael

provided resources to families in Savannah, GA,

O’Neal and a team of committed parents.

with the clear goal of parents becoming their
children’s first teacher. Research shows that
when parents are involved in the education
process, students achieve more, regardless of
socioeconomic status, ethnic-racial background
or the parents’ education level. ParU encourages
parent involvement and participation, with a
mission of maximizing student learning by
creating a strong bridge between the
community and the school. The ParU model is

Now the Parent University board of directors is
ready to replicate the program in a new market
and have chosen Pensacola as the place to do it.
With the support of the Board, staff, and
volunteers associated with Dixon School of Arts &
Sciences, Parent University Pensacola (ParUP) is
forming relationships to weave together the
multiple parts of the Pensacola-area social

working—and the organization has a 20-year

services and educational providers so ParUP can

history of success as a proven parent

be a part of the burgeoning Community School

engagement model that has been lovingly

that Dixon is becoming.
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Dixon Class of 2020
By the end of the school
year the COVID-19
pandemic was at full
strength, but that didn’t
stop Dixon faculty and
parents from finding
creative ways to celebrate
and honor the school’s
graduating scholars.

Jaws on the Water
Dixon hosted its first ever “Jaws on the Water” fundraising event June
21-22 on Pensacola Beach. Innisfree Hotels provided the waterfront
venue, Jelly’s, for the event and recruited dozens of volunteers. Four
hundred tickets per night were sold and sponsorships were obtained,
raising more than $25,000 profit for the school. The school also
obtained a tremendous amount of media exposure.
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Dixon Dub

The fourth annual Dixon Dub, an epic lip-sync battle, was sponsored by Innisfree
Hotels and held at the Hilton Pensacola Beach on Sep 19, 2019. Through a number
of generous sponsorships, the Dixon Dub raised more than $75,000 profit for the
school.
The 2019 Lip Sync Champion was Improvable Cause, who took top honors following
a montage of Queen Songs! What fun!

Dixon Showcase

The Dixon Fall Showcase, titled “New Beginnings: Reaching for the Stars,” was held on
November 7th at the auditorium of the newly renovated Dixon School of Arts and
Sciences. There, the audience enjoyed a special performance from Dixon scholars about
change and transformation, featuring a dance routine to the tune of “Man in the Mirror”
and a delightful rendition of “Princess and the Frog.”
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Financial Overview
Dixon School of Arts and Sciences is proud to report another year of strong

support from our amazing donors, who enabled us to serve more scholars than
ever before. Revenues exceeded expenses for the year resulting in net income of
$980,624. This large profit is a result of a $1 million pledge that will be utilized to
pay down the principal portion of Dixon’s long-term liability. As we look ahead
toward growth and deeper involvement in our communities, we remain committed
to fiscal prudence to ensure sustainability and high-quality programming for every
scholar and family we serve.
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Financial Snapshot
PRELIMINARY UNAUDITED FINANCIALS

Statement of Activities
For the Year Ended June 30, 2020
Revenues

$

2,481,691

Expenses
Payroll

1,101,047

Basic education expense

74,927

Board expenses

20,764

Principal expense

4,559

Food service

636

Maintenance and facility expense

186,511

Utilities

55,478

Interest expense

51,348

Other expense

5,797

Total expenses
Net income

1,501,067
$

980,624
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Financial Snapshot
PRELIMINARY UNAUDITED FINANCIALS

Statement of Financial Position
June 30, 2020

Total current assets

$

Property and equipment, net

1,339,090
1,146,076

Other assets

35,009

Total assets

$

2,520,175

Total current liabilities

$

203,961

Total long-term liabilities

1,223,422

Total liabilities

1,427,383

Total net assets

1,092,792

Total liabilities and net assets

$

2,520,175
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Expenses
WHO RESPONDED?

11% OTHER

16% FACILITIES,
OPERATIONAL,
INSURANCE, UTILITIES
AND TAXES

73% SALARIES
AND BENEFITS
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Total Current Assets
WHO RESPONDED?
1% OTHER

24% CASH

75% RECEIVABLES

DREAMS
CHALLENGES
HONORS
CHANGES
GROWTH
ACHIEVEMENT

